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2024-2025 budget shortfalls loom

Our volunteers work hard to 
keep our shelves stocked, but 
they can’t do it without your 

generous support.



University District Food Bank 
assists low-income individuals 
residing within Zip Codes 98102, 
98103, 98105, 98112, 98115, and 
98125.
Food for Thought is published 
quarterly by University District 
Food Bank for our volunteers, 
donors, and public at large.
University District Food Bank is a 
program of the University District 
Service League, a registered 501 
(c) (3).
Board of Directors
Chris Schenck, President
Casey White, Secretary
Matt Painley, Treasurer 
Cathy Petito Boyce
Alicia Howard
Elizabeth Kennedy
Kristina Smith
UW Board Fellows
Alisha Jyoti 
Samantha Zelenack  
Staff
Christine Bagley, Development 

Coordinator
Liz Benko, Program Coordinator
Thomas Bernardi, Pantry Assistant
Makayla Day, AmeriCorps
Molly Deal, Program Coordinator 
Shanelle Donaldson, Farm 

Manager
Arra Ebersten, Café Coordinator
Halonna Gilbert, AmeriCorps
Joe Gruber, Executive Director
Abby Herrick, Program 

Coordinator 
Holly Johnson, Accountant
Margot Kirby, AmeriCorps
Bill Lowie, Assistant Director
Jak McKool, Floor Manager, 

Weekend Food Recovery 
Specialist

Christine McMahan, Floor Manager
David Mills, Operations Support 
Kirsten Ourada, Pantry Assistant
Jason  Phillippi, AmeriCorps
Sam Plascencia, Community 

Connector
Leslie Ramos, Community 

Connector Intern
Sarah Rowley, Volunteer Manager
Claire Sanchez, Pantry Assistant
Cameron Van Horn, Floor Manager
Max Vumbaca, Pantry Assistant
Eric Wirkman, Grocery Rescue 

Manager
Paul Yunker, Director of 

Development and 
Communications

Address
5017 Roosevelt Way N.E.
Seattle WA 98105
Website
www.udistrictfoodbank.org
Email
udfb@udistrictfoodbank.org
Phone
206-523-7060
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Letter From The Director



Meet volunteer Gayle Childers
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Gayle Childers 
encourages others to 
volunteer at the Food 

Bank because “in 
giving of yourself to 
help our neighbors, 
we create positive 
rippling impacts.”
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New 
Rooftop 
Roots 
Farm is 
Complete!

Top, bottom left and 
center: Volunteers 

and employees from 
Toll Brothers worked 

in the rain on April 25 
to assemble the new 

planting beds for 
Rooftop Roots.

At far right: Plants are 
starting to sprout in 

the new garden beds.
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Apple A Day Café is a Hit

Cafe manager Arra Ebersten at work making 
breakfast.
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Easy as Pie Fundraiser at Tutta Bella 
July 14-18 will benefit Food Bank

We Exceeded Our GiveBIG Goal!
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Food Bank 
Open House 
is July 31 

Call for Auction Donations Budget shortfalls loom 
at the Food Bank

Food Bank Assistant Director Bill Lowie, left, talks with volunteer Jess Levine, 
far right, and former volunteer Terry DiJoseph at the 2023 open house.


