
Annual charity auction raises 
almost $500,000

FALL 2024
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Budget shortfalls are looming

Attendees at the Take A Bite Out of Hunger Auction check out items 
in the Silent Auction. | More photos on page 6.

https://www.udistrictfoodbank.org/donate/
https://www.udistrictfoodbank.org/donate/


University District Food Bank assists 
low-income individuals residing 
within Zip Codes 98102, 98103, 
98105, 98112, 98115, and 98125.
Food for Thought is published 
quarterly by University District Food 
Bank for our volunteers, donors, and 
public at large.
University District Food Bank is a 
program of the University District 
Service League, a registered 501 (c) 
(3).
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Chris Schenck, President
Kristina Smith, Vice-President
Casey White, Secretary
Matt Painley, Treasurer
Cathy Petito Boyce
Alicia Howard
Elizabeth Kennedy
STAFF
Christine Bagley, Development 

Coordinator
Liz Benko, Program Coordinator
Thomas Bernardi, Pantry 

Coordinator
Shanelle Donaldson, Farm Manager
Lilly Durham, AmeriCorps
Arra Ebersten, Café Coordinator
Joe Gruber, Executive Director
Abby Herrick, Program Coordinator
Holly Johnson, Accountant
Tyler Karas, AmeriCorps
Margot Kirby, AmeriCorps
Ron Levich, Weekend Food 

Recovery Specialist
Cherie Liberty, AmeriCorps
Bill Lowie, Assistant Director
Jak McKool, Warehouse Manager
Christine McMahan, Program 

Coordinator
David Mills, Operations Support
Kirsten Ourada, Pantry Coordinator
Jason Phillippi, Warehouse Assistant
Sam Plascencia, Community 

Connector
Sarah Rowley, Volunteer Manager
Jordan Saibic, Pantry Coordinator
Kristopher Samaniego, Pantry 

Coordinator
Claire Sanchez, Pantry Coordinator
Cameron Van Horn, Community 

Coordinator
Max Vumbaca, Pantry Coordinator
Eric Wirkman, Grocery Rescue 

Manager
Paul Yunker, Director of 

Development and 
Communications

ADDRESS
5017 Roosevelt Way N.E.
Seattle WA 98105
WEBSITE
www.udistrictfoodbank.org
EMAIL
udfb@udistrictfoodbank.org
PHONE
206-523-7060

2

Letter From The Director
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Meet Claire Sanchez, pantry coordinator

Claire Sanchez is pictured with her dog, Monster.
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Thanks for all of your auction help!
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Auction Volunteers
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Auction proceeds 
will help many
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Thanks to our 2024 auction item donors!
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Left: There was lots 
to bid on in the Silent 
Auction. Below: Food 
Bank Board President 
Chris Schenck 
welcomes everyone 
to the event.

Left: Paul Chandanabhumma grabs a cake for his 
table during the Dessert Dash. Above: Volunteers 
from the National Charity League helped out at 
the auction.

Night of fun, food, giving at auction
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BRIDGES program helps older students hone life skills

Students in the 
BRIDGES 
program, 
above and left, 
work with their 
job coach and 
staff at the 
Food Bank to 
develop their 
job, life and 
independent 
living skills.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8



8

Turkey Trot to benefit Food Bank

Turkey Trot participants

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 7

Food Bank is a 
safe place for 
students to 
learn and grow

https://montlake.net/2024/10/2024-montlake-turkey-trot-nov-28-thanksgiving-day-registration-is-now-open/

