
Meet our 
Food Bank 
founders

� Patty Whisler
How did you get involved 
with the Food Bank?

Record year for 
Food Bank auction!

There were lots of great items to bid on in the Silent Auction.

The auction celebrated the Food Bank’s 
40th birthday and these folks were in the 
spirit of the evening.
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https://www.udistrictfoodbank.org/meet-the-original-food-bank-team/
https://www.udistrictfoodbank.org/meet-the-original-food-bank-team/


University District Food Bank 
assists low-income individuals 
residing within Zip Codes 98102, 
98103, 98105, 98112, 98115, and 
98125.
Food for Thought is published 
quarterly by University District 
Food Bank for our volunteers, 
donors, and public at large.
University District Food Bank is a 
program of the University District 
Service League, a registered 501 
(c) (3).

Board of Directors
Chris Schenck, President
Nina Gerber, Vice-President
Casey White, Secretary
Leah Ball
Cathy Petito Boyce
Alicia Howard
Elizabeth Kennedy
Terrence King
Kristina Smith
UW Board Fellows
Alisha Jyoti 
Samantha Zelenack 

Staff
Christine Bagley, Development 

Coordinator
Liz Benko, Program Coordinator
Thomas Bernardi, Pantry Assistant
Makayla Day, AmeriCorps
Molly Deal, Program Coordinator 
Shanelle Donaldson, Farm 

Manager
Arra Ebersten, Floor Manager
Joe Gruber, Executive Director
Abby Herrick, Program 

Coordinator 
Holly Johnson, Accountant
Margot Kirby, AmeriCorps
Bill Lowie, Assistant Director
Jak McKool, Floor Manager, 

Weekend Food Recovery 
Specialist

Christine McMahan, Floor Manager
David Mills, Operations Support 
Kirsten Ourada, Pantry Assistant
Sam Plascencia, Community 

Connector
Jason Phillippi, AmeriCorps
Sara Rowley, Volunteer Manager
Cameron Van Horn, Floor Manager
Eric Wirkman, Grocery Rescue 

Manager
Paul Yunker, Director of 

Development and 
Communications

Address
5017 Roosevelt Way N.E.
Seattle WA 98105

Website
www.udistrictfoodbank.org

Email
udfb@udistrictfoodbank.org

Phone
206-523-7060
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Letter From The Director

2022-23 Donated 
Pounds by Source

NW Harvest
Food Lifeline
Stores + Businesses

https://www.udistrictfoodbank.org
mailto:udfb@udistrictfoodbank.org
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Founders: Where would they get the food?

What was the biggest challenge 
to overcome in the beginning?

What is your fondest memory of 
your time volunteering Food 
Bank? 

Any other thoughts or memo-
ries you’d like our community to 
know?

� Dick Cunningham
How long were you a pastor at 
University Christian Church?

Was there a certain moment or 
series of events that lead you to 
co-found the Food Bank?

What was it like gathering the 
community together in the early 
days to donate or volunteer?

What was the biggest challenge 
to overcome in the beginning?

What’s your proudest achieve-
ment during those years?

Any other thoughts or memo-
ries you’d like our community to 
know?

Three people who were there at the start of the University District Food 
Bank are, from left, Patty Whisler, Dick Cunningham and Trish Twomey.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

CONTINUED ON PAGE 7
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Thanks for helping us 
beat our auction goal!

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Auction Volunteers

Auction Sponsors
Presenting Sponsor
Amerigroup
Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation
WSECU
Shook Hardy & Bacon
KeyBank
Premier Sponsor
Seattle Green Earth Cleaning
Star Sponsor
Corient
Kilpatrick Townsend & Stockton
Seattle Children’s
University of Washington
Supporting Sponsor
Kinetic West
MollyCartwright Homes

Patron Sponsor
Pacific Law Group
Center for Spiritual Living
University Book Store
Greenlake Family Dentistry
Beneficial State Bank
Garde Capital
Lovrovich Orthodontics
Community Health Plan of 

Washington
Friends
Tom Giardino
Lisa Youel

Auction Committee
Cathy Petito Boyce, 

Chair
Christine Bagley
Terrence King
Kristina Smith
Ben Spruch
Casey White
Paul Yunker
Volunteers
Peg Balachowski
Joe Balachowski
Leah Ball
Carol Cabe
Arra Ebersten
Molly Deal
Christina Fitzpatrick 
Kate Fitzpatrick
Nina Gerber
Michael Goodheim
Abby Herrick
Linda Haba
Deborah Kay

Erika Kinno 
Cheri Liberty
Kristina Smith
Stephanie Stoffer
Cameron Van Horn
Betsy Wheeler
Casey White
Eric Wirkman
Foster School of 
Business
Aditya Amadhan
Parag Amrutkar
Deepa Annt
Aashish Bhandari
Hannah Cecena
Saadhika Duaa
Jennifer Goertz
Nehal Gujrathi
Madison Meredith
Yuvraj Monga
Aysha Mushtaq
Gayatri Naidu
Piyush Narang

Stuti Pradhan
Kanika Prakash
Abineya Rajan
Mehak Sandhu
Jaideep Sant
Manmeeth Singh
Reya Singh
Sakshi Jain Vijay
Kiran Ravulapalli 

Vineeth
Ni Zhang
In-Kind Donors
Cameron Catering
Ladd & Lass 

Brewing
Republic of Cider
Rotie Cellars
Audio
Jak McKool
Graphics
Curt Milton

Auction sets record 
for donations
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Thanks to our 2023 auction item donors!



All About Abby!

What is your school and work 
background?

When did you start at University 
District Food Bank?

What is your role within the or-
ganization?

What would you like our com-
munity to know about the Food 
Bank?
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Staff profile: Abby Herrick, Satellite Pantry Coordinator

Abby Herrick 
likes to travel 
when she isn’t 
working at the 
Food Bank.



� Trish Twomey
What years were you Executive 
Director of the UDFB? 

How did you get involved?

What was it like gathering the 
community together in the early 
days to donate or volunteer?

How many families a week did 
you serve?

What was the biggest challenge 
to overcome in the beginning?

How has food insecurity 
changed in Seattle over the last 
40 years?

What is your fondest memory of 
your time as executive director? 
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3

Founders: 40 years on, the need remains

We are proud to support the 
University District Food Bank 
and the 2023 “Take a Bite Out 
of Hunger” Benefit Auction. 

www.kilpatricktownsend.com
© 2023 Kilpatrick Townsend & Stockton LLP

Grateful for your mission to end hunger in 
Northeast Seattle.
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Proud to support
University District Food Bank
in their mission to build a hunger-free 
Northeast Seattle by providing our 
neighbors with reliable access to healthy 
food and life-changing resources.

wsecu.org
800.562.0999

Support Holiday Gifts for 
Kids of the University 
District Food Bank

Volunteer with us 
this Holiday Season

Turkey Trot to benefit Food Bank

Turkey Trot participants

Tags on the University Village Winter Wishes 
trees have gift wishes for local kids in need.

https://raceroster.com/events/2023/76354/montlake-turkey-trot/volunteer
https://raceroster.com/events/2023/76354/montlake-turkey-trot/volunteer
https://raceroster.com/events/2023/76354/montlake-turkey-trot/volunteer

